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STUDY LAW AT

"

-| agement Shillong (IM-5) is all

T he Indian Institute of Man-'

set to introduce courses in
law. Though the mstitute is yet to
decide on the duration and the na-
ture of the programme (one-year
diploma/ two-year Master's), it will
became the first M in the country
-to offer courses, both, in manage-
ment and law. A lot of variables for
the programme have already been
finatised, but the institute is yet to
take certain decisions with regard
to the structure of the course.
Ashoke K Dutta, director, IIM-S,
says, “There is a saying that ‘jus-
-tice delayed is justice denied.' We,
as management professionals at
.JIM-S, want to help the Indian judi-
cial system so that it is able to in-
crease its levels of efficiency.”
According to Dutta, in Germany,

there are examples of two universi-
ties jointly offening courses in man-
‘agement and law. This was an in-
‘spiration to introduce a similar pro-
gramme, which will be of Use to ju-
dicial officers and managers in In-
dia. “We are in discussion with a
judicial university, in collaboration
with which we hope to finalise the
- programime soon,” he informs.
Elaborating on the need for such
a programme, Dutta says, “Before
deciding to start the law courses at

ILLUSTRATION DEBASISH SARMA

IIM-SHILLONG

The Indian Institute of Management
shillong will be the first IM in the
country to introduce courses in law.
Vishakha Sharma reports

»

M Shﬂlong, I had a word with sev-

- eral judges and the chief-justice.

Following my discussions, we re-
aliseqd that while on the cne hand
courts require lots of court officers
who are trained professionals, on
the other hand, many judicial em-
ployees who work with the corpo-
rate sector need to be awareof

* management ethics too. With our

new programme in the offing, both
managers as well as judicial offi- «
cers will benefit.” )

Fointing out the opportunities = -
that are going to open up after
completion of the course, Dutta’ ¢
says, "The training will increase
the job potential of candidates,
Also, this course will address an
important social issue. Finally, I
personally feel that with IIM-S set-
ting a precedent by introducing law
courses, more institutes will come '
forward to explore such collabora-
tions in the near future, thus offer-
ing a range of useful programmes -
to students.” ‘

-
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PM calls for pvt
investments in
scientific research

Cur Bureau
Kolkata, Aug. 21
The Prime Minister, Dr Man-
mohan Singh, on Sunday
stressed on the importance of
civil nuclear energy projects
to meet the energy require-
ments of the country,

Addressing the concluding
ceremony of the Diamond
Jubilee celebrations at the
Saha Institute of Nuclear
Physics, the Prime Minister
called for private invest-
ments in scientific research.

“I am convinced that nu-
clear energy will play an im-
portant role in our quest for a
clean and environmentally-
friendly energy mix to fuel
our development process,”
Dr Singh said.

The Prime Minister’s re-
marks come close on the
heels of Ms Mamata Baner-
jee-led West Bengal govern-
ment’s decision to scrap the
6,000-MW nuclear power
generation project in Hari-
pur in the East Midnapore
district of the State.

“We are in the process of
expanding our civil nuclear
energy programme.

“Even as we do so, we
have to ensure that the use
of nuclear energy in India
meets the highest safety
standards.

“This is a matter on
which, there can be no com-
promise,” Dr Singh said.

PRIVATE INVESTMENT AND
PATENTS

Urging the private sector to
“contribute significantly” in
spheres of research and de-
velopment, Dr Singh la-
mented the fact that the
number of patents filed by
Indians were very low com-
pared with other developed
nations or developing na-
tions,

He called for closer link-
ages between the academia
and industry and a seamless
transfer of knowledge from
“laboratory to the shop
floor”

“We must encourage orig-
inal thought and innovation
and ensure that innovators
are rewarded. This will cre-
ate a virtuous cycle of in-
novation and reward,” the
Prime Minister said.
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Promoting research in Indian B-schools

The major focus of Indian B-schools has been about the knowledge delivery. Ideally it should be 40% teéching, 40% research, 20% services |

Bhimaraya Metrl

LONG with teaching
andservice,research is
the backbone of any
business school. B-schools, as
centres of knowledge produc-
tion and generation, showld
play a critical role in the na-
tional research. Traditionally
. research has primarily been
performed by the global top
ranking B-schools while the
mainfocusof Indian B-schools
has been about the knowledge
delivery, i.e., teaching. Today,
the Indian economy is growing
asisits young population. The
numbers of business schools/
universities are increasing
faster than ever before. With
the student numbers rising
andtheresourcingnotkeeping
up, the pressure ison the facul-
ty and 50 on teaching. One of
the challengesfor the Indian B-
schools is the requirement of
producing research as an in-
creasingly impertantceriterion
for global reputation and rank-
ing. Thus, promoting research
performance and striving for
research excellence are imper-
ativefor Indian B-schoolstoat-
tain global standards.

All top B-schools in the
world have a strongfocusonre-
search. According to the sur-
vey of UTD (University of

Texas at Dallas), based on re-
search contribution of past
five years (2006-10), the top 100
World Research Rankings of
Business Schools* arefrom the
US(73), Canada(10), Europe(6),
Hong Kong (5), Singapore (3),
Australia (2) and Korea (1).
Government funding, and the
globalrankingand status drive
B-schools of these countriesto
strive for research excellence.
For example, linking funding
to research performance in
countries like the UK, Aus-
traliaand Hong Kong has rein-
forced the research vision and
capacity of B-schools. The gov-
ernments’ research funding
policies compounded with the
desiretoachieve international
recognition have motivated B-
schools to improve their re-
search status. On the other
band, in the US, research isthe
focal pointfor the rankingof B-
schools and for the evaluation
of faculty For individualfacul-
ty, research work is measured
on the basis of research out-
putsand the contributiontore-
search is encottraged through
rewards such as appointment,
promotion and tenure.

These global B-schools pro-
mote research activity by pro-
viding research policy, man-
agement structures, funding
schemes, qualified staff, state-

ASIT BAGCH)

of-the-art hlh‘gsh*uci‘ure.regu—
lations, high quality doctoral
programme, research centres
andresearch chairs.

The following are the key
challenges for creating re-
search-led B-schools:’

e Lackof strategicplanning
or alignment of research with
institute goals

o Increasingteachingloads

o No funding or poor use of
internalfunds

o Limited postgraduate re-

o Administratively complex
procedures, butno effectivere-
searchsupportstructure

eInsufficient training inre-

searchmanagement

e Lack of database of re-
search capabilities and fund-
ing source information

o Some faculty prefer con-
sultancy/training to research
for financial reasons

e Regulatory norms are
morefocused towardsteaching
thanresearch

sLackof proper interaction
between schools and research
councils/funding agencies

« No management of the
quality of cutputs. For exam-
ple, ranking agencies in India
donot givemuch weightage for
high quality research. They
give weightagefor quantitybut
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‘Harvard dreams

A love for the sciences and a passion for explonng biclogy i in a quanutatwe manner enabled

Sriram Srikant from Chennai to enter Harvard’s prestlgmﬂs PhD programme n engmeenng

and physmal biology

By Jude Snnnith 5

dreams of making it to Harvard a couple of years

. When 21-vear-old Sma.m Srikant started nuxtunng
bdck, he believed that he could achieve his

. s

dream. It would, however, require a great deal of initia-
tive, dedication and work on the part of the IIT graduate
in order to ultimately fulfil what he set out to achieve.

“Tve always loved studying bloioqy and opted for the
subject in class XI as one of my majors, in addition to
physics and chemistry. As I began studymg the sciences, I
decided that it was time that [ started narrowing down

X - _4‘,‘

‘my mtewsts wnhifl biology itself,” says Srikant.® =

”®
v .
L
e -

It was while at the IIT that he could pin-point where
+ his interest lay. “In the course of narrowing down my n- -

'-.terests to a focal point, I realised shat I wanted to study -,
" more about sub-cellular mechanics,” says Srikant. His m—

terests then paved the way for an entry into Ha:vard -

+

Sﬂramlsthe only Indian to be .~

admitted to the PhD programmein ' .
engineering and physical blologv on a

'scholarshipth.isyear i

. L
A e wary,

T, Smam Srikant

notguality publications,

And the following are the
ways to build the research cul-
ture in B-schools:

» National research policy
needed to establish govern-
ment policy to develop re-
searchculture inmanagement
education. It may include link-
ing funding to research out-
puts ang the research perfor-
mance assessment of the
B-schools by national body ex-
clusively created for research
promeotion in the country.

« Balancing faculty work-
load and manufacturing suffi-
cienttime for research. For ex-
ample, 40% teaching, 40%
research and remaining 20%
forservices.

o Adopting the principle of
research-led teaching. It
means that research should be
the basis of how a B-school
works, it should be the funda-
mental support of our teach-
ing, i.e,, developing course ma-
terials, cases etc,

e Consolidating research
strengthsthrough the creation
of centres of excellence and
consequently promoting inter-
disciplinaryresearch.

eIncentiveschemes, awards

and promotion to be based on -

scholarly accomplishments,
o Providing seed money for

research funding to initiate a
researchproject and establish-
ing dedicated research infra-
structure for providing infor-
mation about  funding
opportunities and assistance,

»The qualityof thedoctoral
programme should be the use-
ful indicator of the overall re-
search strength.

o Developing research po-
tential of faculty by conduct-
ingresearchworkshops/train-
ing for research writing and
methodology.

o Research is the one of the
major focus of any interna-
tional accreditation such as
EQUIS, AACSB and AMBA.
The accreditation process
helps to build the strong re-
search culture at B-schools,

To become highly competi-
tiveinanation’s capacitytede-
liver knowledge in the world
market, it is imperative for In-
dianB-schoolstodevelopanur-
turing research environment
to facilitate the development
and production of research so
that they can compete well
with top globalschools.

*Source:The UTD Top 100Busi-
ness School Research Ranking
(http:/ /top100.utdallas.edu)

Theauthor Is dear, Strathclyde
SKIL Business School

widely considered as the pinnacle ot
higher education — where Sriram wilt
pursue a PhD progzamme in engineering
and physical biology on a scholarship of-
fered by the department of molecular
and cellular biclogy.

The five-and-a-half year programme,
which includes guaranteed funding for
Sriram’s research project and a qualify-

ing examination, will complement his in-
terest “In a way, the programme strikes a chord with my

interests,” he says.

- “Engineering and physical biclogy focuses on
integrating quantitative scrences Like physics and
mathematics with the more qualitative and traditional
sciences hike biology and chemistry.” Incidentally, Sriram
is the only Indian to be admitted into the prestigious

” prograrmme this academic year. The Harvard scholar now

T Jhas his sights trained on research and academia. He

would love to be a professor and teach at a college. He
says, “Research is also one of my many interests; so I

- would spend a few years in a research programme and
- then begin to teach.”

a
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IIT-Kharagpur students to show solidarity -

KHARAGPUR: A group of HT-Kharagpur students have announced that
they would not accept their degree at the convocation on Monday in sup-
port of Anna Hazare’s protest against the Lokpal Bill, PM Manmohan
Singhis scheduled to attend the convocation. A section of students, how-
ever, said they would accept the degree but would wear Gandhi caps. 1
think ! will accept my degree from the PM if we have a strong Lokpal,”
said a student. Meanwhile, another student said he would accept the de-
gree wearing a Gandhi cap. For the past six days, around 200 students
have been demonstrating outside the institute. ENS&PTI

Publication: The Times Of India Delhi;Date: Aug 22, 2011;5ection: Education Times, Page: 41

RESEARCH AWARDS
IEM announced the Shared
University Research (SR awards for
smarter planet projects in collaboration
with IT Ecmmbay, ITT Delhi, College of
Engineering Pune (CoEP),
Yashwantrao Chavan
MMaharashtra Open
University (YCMOU) and
P3G Tech, Coimbatore.
The award will include
technical collaboration
with IEM experts, access
to IEM software and high
performance comjpmuting
recuired for the comple-
ticn of projects related to
healtheare and education.
IEM India ancd PS5 Tech,
Coimbatore, will work on
leveraging benefits of ICT
for a public health
initiative across 10 villa-
ges in Tamil Nadu and
Kerala.
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~ Google searches for

IND

Shreya Roy & Diksha Dutta

OOGLE'S  buyout of
Motorola Mobility ina$12.5
billiondeallast weekhadin-
vestors and analysts across
the globe gushing over its
implications on the mobile
handset space. While India’s smartphone
market, one of the fastest growing in the
world, could present the company withabig
future opportunity, a mobile driven explo-
sion in internet access, may make India the
largest market for much of Google’s prod-
uctsportfolioin the next twoto three years.

As competitors gain market share in the
USsearchengi th i base
for d isstill
enally Gmail has the largest number of
users here, and within a month of launch,
India has become the second

. largest base for Google’s
new social networking
platform Google+,

. accordingtodatafrom
digital media intelli-
gence company
ComScore.

Says Rajan Anan-
dan,  managing
director, Google
Indiaand vice presi-
dent—sales and
operations, “Last year
India reached the 100
million internet users
mark, making it the
third largest inter-

Driven by mobile internet
growth, India is poised to
surpass the US in internet
density by 2014, coming
second only to China. As
Chinese regulatory issues
continue to be a major
pain point for Google,
India may become the
largest market for much
of its portfolio in the next
few years; areality
that is driving the
internet major to
think hard and
build products to
suit the unique
¢ needsofthe
Indian user

% Lastyear India reached the 100 million internet users mark,
makingit the third largest internet market in the world. If we
look at the numbers, there is tremendous potential here

RAJAN ANANDAN
Managing director, Google India

net market in the world. If we look at
the numbers, there is tremendous
potentialhere.”

Itisestimatedthatby2014, Indiawillhave
300million internet users, surpassing USA.,
It will be second only to China, which has
been a consistent pain point for Google due
to regulatory issues. With this in view, the
company is searching hard for ways to stay
on top in India, pushing its resources to
do everything from developing India
specific products to educating this increas-
ingarmy of users.

Says Vinay Goel, country head, products,
Google India, “Clearly, if you become the
largestmarket outsideof China, inalllikeli-
hood, every application, every product that
you build, Indians will be the top users.
We would have to think in a way and build
products in a way that suits the needs for
theseusers.”

there are 100 million users walking around
without their mobile internet being
activated. We are working on getting local
strategies by partnering with telcos,”
says Anandan.

This shift in platform usage hasled toa
reversal in Google’s R&D mantra, from
“desktopfirst” to“mobilefirst”. Someof the
products that have recently come out of
Google’s India labs, such as the SMS Chan-
nel, whichisessentiallya “TwitteronSMS”,
demonstrate this principle. The product
enablesa person tosubscribe toafeed creat-
ed by an individual or organisation for free,
through which they can receive daily
updateson theirtopicof interest.

“We have tens of thousands of channels,
that send SMSs on a daily basis, for free.
There are public groups for information,
newspapers have set up channels, individu-
als, schools, NGOs; people have set up to

One of the key pointers in
products for the Indian market is the rate of
growth in mobile handsets. Mobile asa plat-
form, for the internet overall, and for
Google’s products, is growing at a much
faster pace compared to desktops and other
devices.Cl illi i
currently use the internet on both desktop

devices.Overthelast
months, mobile data access has picked up,
and it is expected that a year from now,
factors such as 3G, cheaper

sGoel.
As a result of mobile internet access, the
company based product:

suchasthe Chromeoperatingsystem, which
help cutting down hardware requirements,
tofind atremendous market in India,
Some of their other products, such as a
iontool that. i nverts
English language websites into India lan-
guage sites, and search in several vernacu-
lar languages, are also being targeted at
i) whichwillbe

and broadband, will translate into people
accessing the internet for the first time
through their mobile phones, and not
through desktops.

“Today, mobile advertising is bigger than
social media advertising. The next 200-300

il lzoinstob " o
users. At present, there are 150 million data

inIndia, butonly i

areactivated. So, the opportunity ishuge as

key,asi net ation
English speakingmasses.
“What we really need is more websites in
local language. We need more people build-
ing websites that are in local language.
‘Whether it is magazines, newspapers, gov-
ernment sites, and that is not

P12
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Clearly, if you become the
largest market outside of
China, inall likelihood, every
application, every product
thatyou build, Indians will
) “bethetop users

VINAY GOEL
Country head—products, Google India

inputtechnologies, wherewecangiveyo_uan

around enterprise software. This is
where the focus is. They have a host
of offerings, mostof whichistypical-
lyoncloud. Knowing what Googlecan
do, they’re not likely to miss out on the
opportunity” .
Thefactthatithasbeenhi h,

of engineers in its Hyderabad centre for its -

enterprise business, is a fair indicator of
Google's interest in the space. It had
launched its cloud services business 3
months ago, and hired its first sales team 15
months back, and according to Anandan, it
isalreadyitsfastest. ing busi the

region. “Given the natureof our cloud offer-
ing, we have 2,00,000 enterprises in India
who are using Google Apps. It is my fastest
growingbusiness,” he says.

While small and medium businesses
form a large chunk of these 2,00,000 enter-
prises, Google also counts mid-market, as
wellaslarge companieslike PunjLloyd, and
government agencies like the State Bank of
India amongst its partners here. “We have
different strategies for large enterprises,
mid market companies and small business-
es. In large enterprises, we are building a
sales force. In mid market business, we are
taking a channel partner approach. So we
have a dozens of channel partnersand soon
we will have 100s of them. On the SMB side,
we have partnerships with one telco (Tata
Communications), which we will expand,”
Anandansays.

Google’s most recent foray, which is into
the mobile handset space, may not have an
immediate implication on India. However,
statistics point to realities that would make
it hard for any smartphone maker to resist

onscreen d for
andabunchof other things,” says Goel.
- But more than its busine:

thy tunity.
According toaresearch note from Cyber-
Media, lesinIndiaislikely to

“Thi wouldh
implications from an Ifidia market stand-
point. Enterprisemobility isontherise, and
India is one of the fastest growing tablet
1

potential of this market with Android &
Moto combination (Xoom),” says Praveen
Bhadada, director, Zinnov Management
Consulting. Headds: “Also, withbetter hard-
ware integration capabilitles of Android,
other Android hardware devices could wit-
nessbetter penetration in themarket.”
Google’s India team did not want to com-
ment on how the Google-Motorola alliance
would translate into its India operations,

Whilefrom the products perspective, India's .

significance is well defined, its capacity as
anadvertisingrevenuegenerator for! Google
is hard to gauge, as the company does not
provid v Howev-
er, Google officials say that Indian compa-
nies have started to see its advertising prod-
ucts from a brand building perspective, and
not just asales perspective, which isdriving
onlineadvertising overall. It's live YouTube
broadcast of the ICC Cricket World Cup
earlier this year, for instance, brought some
traditional mainstream media advertisers

analysts believe that how it drives enter-
prise solutions, which not necessarily

grow 100% to 12 million handsets in 2011.
The share of smartphones in the total

Google’sforteyet, plotinits

India story. Apalak Ghosh, analyst, emerg-

Ing technologies, CyberMedia Research,

says,“Whenitcomestoenterpriseproducts,
like Mi

That partof the ecosystem is not developed.
‘We are trying to get this to reach a critical
mass, through translation technologies,

SAP, Oracle,
would come to mind; Google might not be
‘the’ company from that point of view. But
they are very keen on building the story

mobile market, is likely to increase
from 3.6% (out of 167 million handsets) in
2010,105.7% (of an estimated 210 million) in
2011. Android, the operating system which
Google acquired in 2005, has captured 33%
market share, and is likely to surpass the
current market leader, Nokia's Symbian, by
theendof thisyear.

thefirsttime,

“What we found during the YouTube
World Cupbroadcast this year, is thatalot of
the FMC: that really
advertised online, or on Google, suddenly
became very interested. the internet is
evolving into a brand building tool, and not
Justabout ‘click on my websiteand buy’, the
share of online advertising is growing,
and it is growing the fastest” says
‘Google’s Goel.
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With reservations

-SC says having the minimum marks is good enough

tions could take a turn for the worse with the Supreme Court

The debate over reservations for OBCs in ¢ducational institu-.
clarification on a 2008 ruling on the matter. In 2008, after a-

Constitution Bench gave four separate opinions to rule that reser- '

. vationsfor OBCsdid not violate the basicstructure of the Constitu-
tion, itopinedonhowtheeligibility criterion should beframed, The

majority opinion was that the maximum cut-off marks for OBCs

" could be 10% below those for general category students. This, the
. Benchfelt, would meet the need for aﬁ“xrmauve acnon without comn
promising too much on merit.
' This was interpreted differently by dlfferent groups and a de-
“bate ensued over the difference between eligibility and ‘cut-off
marks. Take the example of a college which says a candidate must
have got atleast 50% marks in Class 12toapply for college, Based on
the marks students get that year, despite 50% being the eligibility
criterion, it’s possible the college may stop givingadmission togen-
eralcategory students who get 90% marks. So, are OBCs to be given

admission if they get less than 81% (that’s a 10% relaxation over .

90%) marks? The pro-reservationists believed the 2008 ruling was
clear that OBCs who get more than 45% (that's a 10% relaxation of
the 50% eligibility criterion) have to be considered for admission

while someuniversitieslike Jawaharlal Nehru University thought

no OBC below 81% was to be given admission. Which is when the

- casewenttocourtagain, for arulingon the correct interpretation. °

A two-judge Bench, including one of the judges who was on the

Constitution Bench in 2008, ruled last week that cut-off and eligibil- -

ity are really one and the same thing when it comes to the OBC can-

“didates. So, it doesn’t matter if thefinal cut-off inacollege is90% or -

95% for general category students, if the minimum eligibility is
50%, then OBC students withmorethan 45% marksaretobe consid- )

ered for admission—if there isanentrance exam, however, and the
minimummarks to be scored are 60% for the general category, then .
OBCs will have to get at least 54% to qualify, Whether this decision -
will be challenged remains to be seen, but with universities such as’

-Pelhi University not able to fill its OBC quota despite coming out

with its9th list with very low cutoffs, the next battleislikely tobeon
whether the creamy layer criterion is too harsh—the 2008 Constitu- ‘
tion Bench had ruled out reservations for the creamy layer b

de s Y

Page 6 of 11



Hindu ND 22/08/2011

P-4

Delhi-NCR number one
in job creation: Study

Staff Reporter "

NEW DELHI: In spite of the fear

of slowdown in services and

export sectors, the Delhi-Na-
tional Capital Region contin-
ues to create  job
opportunities followed by
major tier I cities as India Inc
registered a  significant

growth in July as against the.

corresponding period of last
year, according to The Associ-
ated Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of India.

The placement report ana-
lysed the latest trends in job
openings in the wake of the
recent slowdown in manufac-
turing sector among 56 major
Indian cities across 32 sectors
from a sample of 1.1 lakh job
opportunities. However, the
report said that attrition in
some of these sectors rose
phenomenally at the rate of
over 55 per cent. With ashare
of 76 per cent in total job cre-
ation, tier I cities emerged as
most lucrative employment

destinations for aspirants
across India, while tier IT and
tier III cities acquired a
meagre 12 per cent share
each, says the study.

An estimated 84,254 jobs
were generated in tier I cities
during the period. Among
these Delhi-NCR, Mumbai,
Bangalore and Chennai
emerged on top with 18.5 per
cent, 12.6 per cent, 10.5 per
cent and 7.5 per cent share
respectively., Hyderabad,
Pune, Kolkata and Ahmeda-
bad accounted for 6.9 per
cent, 6.5 per cent, 5.7 per cent
and 4.6 per cent respectively.

The IT sector acquired li-
on’s share of 36.3 per cent,
while banking and financial
services sector has ranked
second with 8.5 per cent
share followed by automobile
and education sectors which
have registered 5.7 and 5.5
per cent share respectively in
total employment generation
in July, says the chamber
study. '
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Sibal plans to introduce education
without text hooks for pre-school kids\

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W NEW DELHI

After espousing reforms for under-
graduate students for a single entrance
test examination, HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
is now contemplating to intraduce changes
for pre-school children - that of educa-
tion without text bocks.

“We would like to move forward,
hopefully, in the next few years to bring
pre-school education on the formal edu-
cation agenda without formally teaching
children between four and six years,” said
HRD Minister Kapil Sibal.

The RTE Act, 2009 that cbligates the
Government and the local anthority to pro-
vide free and compulsory education to all
children and ensure that every child in the
age group 6-14 attends school during pre-
scribed hours, would, however, not be
extended to pre-school children.

Replying to a question in Rajya
Sabha, on the steps taken to extend tKe
purview of the Right to Education to chil-
dren in the age group of 0-6, Sibal said:
"No, I hope that we don’t extend the RTE
to age zero. But, certainly, the
Government is thinking about pre-school
education at this point in time to children
between ages four and six.”

We would like to move
forward, hopefully, in the
next few years to bring
pre-school education on
the formal education
agenda without formally

teaching children between

four and six years

5

According to the sources in HRD
Ministry, the Government is considering
the possibilities of involving the angan-
wadis for imparting pre-school education
on in the initial stage.

The Minister also said the Government
was considering “universalisation” of sec-
ondary education which could come
through during the Five-Year Plan period
beginning 2012, Similar reference was
made by the Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, in his Independence Day speech.

Mr Sibal also expressed concern over
child labour adding that an inter-minis-
terial group was thinking of putting a blan-
ket ban on all forms ot such labour. The
Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation)
Act, 1986, prohibits engaging children
below 14 in all occupations barring agri-
culture. Even in that sector, they could
work only where tractors and threshing
and harvesting machines are used. They
can not cut chaff or handle pesticides and
insecticides, he added.
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Sleeping with your

contact lens on can
make you go blind

London; Heres a word of
caution for those who wear
contacts — going to sleep in
your lenses can blind you, ex-
perts have warned.

According to them, peo-
ple should make it a point to
take out and rinse contact
lenses as poor lens hygiene
can lead to a range of nasty
eye ailments, including mi-
crobial keratitis, an infection
of the cornea, the clear front-
al part of the eye where
lenses sit. Left untreated,
it can lead to permanent vi-
sual damage — and, in ex-
treme cases, blindness, they
have warned.

" The eye has natural pro-
tection against the foreign
bodies - through a fluid cov-
ering the eye that contains
protective enzymes and by
blinking, which prevents
anything sticking totheeye’s

& Mlchae! A. Keller/Corbis

i "y
b LI .i'}-I| - %
TN e A

HANDLE WITH CARE

surface. Yet minute air and
waterborne microbes some-
times break through these
defences, penetrating the
protective layer of cells on
the cornea. The bacteria
pseudomonas is the most
common Keratitis-causing
microbe, breeds in dirty lens
case, say the experts. eni
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